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MARRIAGE: Magda El-Tobgui 
and Michael Patrick, May 21. They 
live in Alexandria, Va.
95
MARRIAGE: Derek Oliver and 
Camilla Wier, June 11. Derek is director of 
psychology training, a predoctoral intern-
ship and postdoctoral residency program, 
at Eisenhower Army Medical Center at Fort 
Gordon, Ga. 
97
THIS YEAR IS REUNION!
Jason W. Searl has been promoted to 
shareholder in the Orlando, Fla., law of!ce 
of GrayRobinson. He has been appointed 
to the City of Orlando Municipal Planning 
Board and has been named to a one-year 
term on the board of directors of the 
Blankner School Foundation, which provides 
the school with technology enhance-
ments, summer service and reading camps, 
academic enrichment programs and music 
equipment. He has been elected vice chair 
of the Orange County Redistricting Advisory 
Committee, works with the Heart to Heart 
organization, and is a graduate of Leader-
ship Orlando.
BIRTHS: Brian and Dawn Villanueva 
Levy, a son, Robert Spencer, July 11, 
Woodstock, Ga. 
Amy and John David Owen, a son, 
Samuel David, November 16, 2010, 
Birmingham, Ala.
Michael-Todd and Tanya Foster Wilson, 
a daughter, Hannah Grace, July 15. They live 
in Lawrenceville, Ga. 
98
Kelly Sydney of Smyrna, Ga., competed 
in Ironman Arizona on November 20 and 
!nished the 2.4-mile swim, 112-mile bike 
ride, and 26.2-mile marathon run in 14 
hours and 18 minutes. She trained for 
nearly 11 months and competed in honor 
of cancer sufferers and survivors. She raised 
more than $5,000 for the Leukemia & 
Lymphoma Society.
Duane and Laurie Conway Garrett, 
a son, Duane, Jr. (DJ), June 17, Lewisville, 
Texas.
Drew and Katie Wyatt Johnson, a son, 
Brooks William, August 15, Smyrna, Ga.
Jared and Heather Flanagan Ross, 
a daughter, Hannah Taylor, May 18,  
Tallahassee, Fla.
Tyler and Brandi Marsh Van Leuven, 
a daughter, Anna Shaw, May 6, 
Tallahassee, Fla.
02
THIS YEAR IS REUNION!
Dulaney Wible Farkas has joined  
Hertzbach & Company, P.A., of Owings Mill, 
Md., as director of marketing. The company 
is an independent, full-service accounting 
and business consulting !rm.
Andy Pascual joined the faculty of Emory 
University School of Law as an adjunct 
professor of law and a coach of the school’s 
Mock Trial teams. He continues to work 
as an assistant district attorney in DeKalb 
County, Ga.
MARRIAGES: Colin David Bon!glio 
and Laura Elizabeth Snyder, September 24.
They live in Nashville, Tenn. David is an 
occupational therapist at the Pi Beta Phi 
Rehabilitation Institute at the Vanderbilt 
Bill Wilkerson Center. Laura is a physical 
therapist with the Williamson County 
Medical Center in Franklin. 
Megan Dunigan and Kevin Klein, 
November 12. They live in Greenville.
BIRTH: David and Erin Lytle Do, a 
daughter, Samantha Grace, December 7. 
They live in Antioch, Tenn.
03
BIRTHS: Matt and Taylor Dobbs, 
a son, Anderson Everett, November 27. 
Matt is completing his radiology residency  
at Vanderbilt University in Nashville, Tenn., 
and will begin a neurology fellowship  
at Stanford University in Palo Alto, Calif., 
in June.
Jake and Katherine Tumbleston 
Kransteuber, a son, Grady Allen, 
August 23, Greenville.
BIRTHS: Rich and Christyne Bourne 
Brennan, a son, Michael Aiden, August 
28,. They live in Washington, D.C.
Todd and Anne Reeves Reich, a son, 
Reeves Kirkland, November 16, 2010, 
Atlanta, Ga.
99
Leigh Unterspan, an English teacher at 
Travelers Rest (S.C.) High School, has been 
named the school’s Teacher of the Year. She 




BIRTHS: Jake and Cara Rhodes 
Bostrom, a son, Jonathan Paul, November 
2. Jake is an ophthalmologist and Cara a 
family physician. Both practice in Greenville.
John and Jennifer Todd Carty, a son, 
Jack, October 16, 2010. They live in Lyman, 
N.H. 
Corey and Ginny Farry Hughes, a son, 
Elgin Walton, August 24. Corey has his own 
law practice in Greenville.
Erik and Hilary Doermann Rodgers, 
a daughter, Emma Anne, January 24, 2011. 
They live in Langhorne, Pa.  
01
Jennifer Scholz Smith received her  
Doctor of Psychology degree in clinical 
psychology from the Georgia School 
of Professional Psychology and is a post-
doctoral fellow in a private practice in 
Cartersville, Ga. 
MARRIAGE: Patricia Southard and 
Daniel Greenstein, September 4. They live 
in Takoma Park, Md. Tricia earned a Master 
of Library Science degree from the Univer-
sity of Maryland and is a library manager.
Dan is a proofreader. 
BIRTHS: Chris and Helen Baxter 
Brown, a daughter, Emma Anne, 
September 1. They live in Moore, S.C. 
Brandon and Katie Fey ’02 Drafts, 
a daughter, Leah Kate, September 2. 
Brandon will begin a cardiology fellowship 
at Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center in 
Winston-Salem, N.C., in July.
Jeremy and Elisabeth Moore Uecker, 
a daughter, Sally Louise, September 17. 
They live in Chapel Hill, N.C., where Jeremy 
works as a postdoctoral fellow with the 
Carolina Population Center. He earned 
a Ph.D. in sociology from the University 
of Texas.
04
Sarah Grivas West lives in Decatur, Ga., 
and is an associate attorney with McKenna 
Long & Aldredge. She earned her law 
degree from Georgia State University.
MARRIAGES: Alicia Niles and Anson 
Kanjira, October 9. Alicia is director of 
development for the Department of Internal 
Medicine at Emory University School of 
Medicine in Atlanta.
Chris Siler and Jessica Mooney, October 
15. They live in Greenville.
BIRTH: Jim and Carmen Band 
Sawyers, a daughter, Carlee Jane, 
October 4. They live in Wilmington, N.C.
05
Kristi Engelman has become a senior 
research scientist with Honeywell and works 
out of the company’s Colonial Heights, Va., 
facility. 
Trey Sullivan and his wife, Andi 
Thomas ’07 Sullivan, live in Washington, 
D.C., where Andi is pursuing a graduate 
degree in international affairs at American 
University and Trey is doing a chaplain resi-
dency at Georgetown University Hospital. 
Both graduated from Mercer University’s 
McAfee School of Theology last May with 
Master of Divinity degrees. Trey received the 
McAfee Community Ministry Award, and 
Andi received the Grif!n B. Bell Award for 
Community Service.
MARRIAGE: April Raymer and Sam 
Tooker ’06, May 30. April is assistant 
women’s soccer coach at Furman.
BIRTH: Adam and Elizabeth Welden 
Winger, a daughter, Jennings Ann, August 
17, Birmingham, Ala.
MANY PEOPLE WILL GO to great lengths to 
help a friend, but few would go as far as Alastair 
McCandless ’97.
He’s walking 3,600 miles — all the way across 
America — to raise money for the Wounded Warrior 
Project in honor of Ken Dwyer ’98, a U.S. Army Special 
Forces of!cer wounded in August of 2006 in Afghani-
stan. Dwyer was hit with a rocket-propelled grenade 
and lost his left hand and left eye, among other injuries. 
For McCandless, the trek is both a way to support 
a great cause and a time for personal renewal.
After spending 14 years in the food service industry, 
he felt he needed to pursue something more ful!lling. 
He came up with the idea of “taking a long walk” 
to raise awareness and funds for a worthy program.
He was still undecided on which organization to 
support, though, when he placed a call to Dwyer, his 
Pi Kappa Phi fraternity brother at Furman. “I was asking 
him what I should do to train for a long walk, because 
he’s in Special Forces,” says McCandless. “He would 
know what I needed to do to walk 20 miles a day.”
Dwyer provided more than training tips. He told 
McCandless about the Wounded Warrior Project, which 
played a major role in his own recovery — and suddenly 
McCandless had his cause. He decided to walk from 
Delaware to California along the northern route of the 
American Discovery Trail, with a goal of raising $25,000 
for the WWP.
Dwyer, now back on active duty as a major in com-
mand operations, says, “I told him it would take a while 
to train, but he has certainly done it, and I’m impressed 
with what he’s trying to do.”
McCandless, a Greenville resident, has proven he 
was more than just talk. Starting April 23 in Cape Hen-
lopen, Del., he made his way over the next six months 
to Omaha, Neb., more than halfway to his destination. 
Then he decided to take a break to avoid traversing the 
rugged Rocky Mountains during the dead of winter. In 
April he plans to return to Omaha to resume his walk, 
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which will include 12,000 feet of elevation. Assuming 
all goes well, he’ll !nish this fall at Point Reyes National 
Seashore near San Francisco.
During the !rst portion of his walk, McCandless 
maintained a pace of 20 miles per day while carrying 
a 40-pound backpack. Along the way he lost 30 
pounds. Each night he looked for a campsite, a church, 
or a person willing to take him in. He says he was 
amazed by how much help people offered when they 
learned what he was doing and why.
 “The best thing is, this has taken away a lot 
of the cynicism I had. It’s been so amazing the 
extent people will go to help. It’s renewed my belief
in mankind.”
As for his cause, the Wounded Warrior Project 
helps thousands of injured soldiers and caregivers 
by providing such programs as stress recovery work-
shops, caregiver retreats, employment assistance 
services and peer mentoring. 
Jennie Randall Dwyer ’97, Ken’s wife, says that even 
the small services have a big impact. She learned about 
the WWP during the blur of the !rst few days after 
Ken was injured, when he was at Walter Reed National 
Military Medical Center. Just when the family needed it, 
they received a backpack !lled with basics like under-
wear, gym shorts, shirts and deodorant. 
“Ken was evacuated with nothing but his uniform,” 
she says. “And packing was the farthest thing from 
my mind. I had an almost three-year-old son, and I was 
four months pregnant. But as soon as he needed these 
things, the Wounded Warrior Project was there. It made 
life easier.”
Having mastered use of his prosthetic hand, Ken 
says he can now do everything he used to do, including 
play baseball with his son, 8-year-old Timothy, using 
a technique he learned by watching one-handed 
pitcher Jim Abbott. Daughter Julia, 5, grabs his 
prosthesis without a second thought and has even  
slept with it on occasion. 
Ken, who joined McCandless for a few days during 
the !rst leg, is back on deployment status. “People 
ask why I’d want to do that,” he says. “But it’s like 
an athlete who trains his whole life to compete in the 
Olympics, and then someone says you can’t compete 
anymore. For me, not deploying would be like not 
competing.” If he isn’t deployed, he and Jennie, who 
currently live in California, hope to be in San Francisco 
when their friend completes his journey this fall.
As for McCandless, when acquaintances ques-
tioned his sanity, he knew there was one person who 
understood that our only limitations are those we 
set for ourselves. “Others didn’t think he could do it,” 
says Ken. “But I told him, ‘You can do whatever you 
put your mind to.’ ”
        — LEIGH GAUTHIER SAVAGE
Visit www.thoughtsaskew.blogspot.com to read 
McCandless’ account of his walk and to donate 
to his effort. The author, a 1994 graduate, is a 
freelance writer in Simpsonville, S.C.
Dwyer (left) and McCandless head to the trail.
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